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Sea Otters are the canaries in the coal mine
for our coastal health. The Sea Otters are all
too effective at monitoring toxins and diseases
in the marine environment, which can affect
the health of humans and other wildlife.

California took the first step toward address-
ing these emerging concerns by signing into
law California Assembly Bill 2485, establishing
a state fund for sea otter conservation: again
this year Californians had the option of donat-
ing a portion of their tax returns to sea otter
conservation. | want to emphasize that this
means that Californians voluntarily pay a little
more on their tax return to help protect these
animals. Even during these trouble economic
times, more than $220,000 has already been
raised this year.

However, this is a federally protected spe-
cies and California cannot go it alone. In addi-
tion to continuing to work with my colleagues
to secure Federal funds to support a contin-
ued and complete recovery of the population,
| am proud that H.R. 556, The Southern Sea
Otter Recovery and Research Act was passed
by the House of Representatives this past
July. This tremendous success was buoyed by
the support and devotion of many people. We
are one step closer to making the act into law
and bringing needed resources to this threat-
ened species.

Madam Speaker, | applaud the many ac-
complishments of Defenders of Wildlife, who
carry out the important mission to preserve
our nation’s wildlife and habitat. | also applaud
the other nonprofit environmental organiza-
tions, working with the Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium, researchers, fishermen, state and federal
agencies, schools, and many other institutions
and individuals, who devote tremendous effort
to protect and recover the southern/California
sea otter. Sea Otter Awareness Week is just
one of their many activities geared towards
honoring and saving this species, and | am
proud to be associated with this vital work.

———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and recognition of the found-
ers, members and performers of the Csardas
Dance Company of Cleveland, Ohio, as they
celebrate fifteen of years of promoting the his-
tory and heritage of Hungary, through the age-
less and colorful expressions of the songs and
dances of Hungary.

Richard Graber, who grew up in Cleveland
as the son of Hungarian immigrants, founded
Csardas Dance Company in 1994. He is now
the Director of Programs and Services with
the Houston, Texas Arts Alliance, and serves
on the Board of the Hungarian American Cul-
tural Association of Houston. Christopher L.
Smith, former Artistic Director, set a precedent
of historical authenticity and keen attention to
detail, which still reflect in the brilliant colors
and fabrics of the dancers’ wardrobes, and
also, in the artistic direction of Csardas. Stuart
Meyer and Judith Horvath have both served
as Csardas Youth Ensemble Rehearsal In-
structors, drawing on their backgrounds as
professional dancers and instructors. Toni
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Gras, Managing Director, has been with the
Company for the past ten years. As a child,
she performed with Hungarian dance troupes,
and her daughter danced for nine years in the
Csardas Youth Ensemble.

Over the years, hundreds of young dancers
have had the enriching opportunity to be part
of the Csardas Dance Company, which con-
tinues to inspire and delight audiences
throughout Ohio. Since it creation in 1994, the
mission of the Csardas Dance Company has
not wavered: To preserve and promote the
dance, music and song of the people of Hun-
gary. The Company also strives to bolster the
public’s support of, and appreciation for, the
performing ethnic arts.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honoring the Csardas Dance Company,
for enlightening, entertaining and engaging au-
diences with song and dance that reflect a
certain vibrancy in movement and music—
bringing to life the age-old stories of village life
in Hungary. The Csardas Dance Company is
an arts treasure in Cleveland, and its contin-
ued existence is vital to the performing ethnic
arts foundation of our entire community—serv-
ing as an audiovisual record of our heritage
and our history and connecting us all through
the universal language of dance and song.

———
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MINISTER AT THE UNITED NA-
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Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, | seek to
call my colleagues’ attention to the powerful
and important speech that Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu delivered to the
United Nations General Assembly on Sep-
tember 24, 2009. In it, he calls on all nations
to stand with Israel in confronting the threats
posed by Iran and by terrorists around the
world. This is a conflict between civilization
and barbarity, he says, and the record of the
United Nations hangs in the balance.

PRIME MINISTER BENJAMIN NETANYAHU’S

SPEECH TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, near-
ly 62 years ago, the United Nations recog-
nized the rights of the Jews, an ancient peo-
ple 3,500 years old, to a state of their own in
their ancestral homeland.

I stand here today as the Prime Minister of
Israel, the Jewish state, and I speak to you
on behalf of my country and my people.

The United Nations was founded after the
carnage of World War II after the horrors of
the Holocaust. It was charged with pre-
venting the reoccurrence of such horrendous
events.

Nothing has undermined that mission,
nothing has impeded it more, than the sys-
tematic assault on the truth. Yesterday the
President of Iran stood at this very podium,
spewing his latest anti-Semitic rants. Just a
few days earlier, he again claimed that the
Holocaust is a lie.

Last month, I went to a villa in a suburb
of Berlin called Wannsee. There, on January
20, 1942, after a hearty meal, senior Nazi offi-
cials met and decided to exterminate my
People. They left detailed minutes of that
meeting and these minutes have been pre-
served for posterity by successive German
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governments. Here is a copy of the minutes
of the meeting of senior Nazi officials in-
structing the Nazi government exactly how
to carry out the extermination of the Jewish
people. Is this protocol a lie? Is the German
government, are all German governments
lying?

A day before I was in Wannsee, I was given
in Berlin the original construction plans for
the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration
camp. These plans of the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration camps I now hold in
my hand. They contain a signature by
Heinrich Himmler—Hitler’s deputy himself.
Are these plans of the Auschwitz-Birkenau
concentration camp where one million Jews
were murdered, are they a lie too?

This June, President Obama visited an-
other concentration camp—one of many—the
Buchenwald concentration camp. Did Presi-
dent Obama pay tribute to a lie?

And what of the Auschwitz survivors whose
arms still bear the tattooed numbers brand-
ed on them by the Nazis? Are those tattoos
a lie too?

One-third of all Jews perished in the great
conflagration of the Holocaust. Nearly every
Jewish family was affected, including my
own. My wife’s grandparents, her father’s
two sisters and his three brothers, and the
aunts, and uncles and cousins—all murdered
by the Nazis. Is this a lie?

Yesterday, the man who calls the Holo-
caust a lie spoke from this podium. To those
who refused to come and to those who left in
protest, I commend you. You stood up for
moral clarity and you brought honor to your
countries.

But to those who gave this Holocaust-de-
nier a hearing, I say on behalf of my people,
the Jewish people, and decent people every-
where: Have you no shame? Have you no de-
cency?

A mere six decades after the Holocaust,
you give legitimacy to a man who denies the
murder of six million Jews while promising
to wipe out the State of Israel, the State of
the Jews. What a disgrace! What a mockery
of the charter of the United Nations!

Now, perhaps some of you think that this
man and his odious regime, perhaps they
threaten only the Jews. Well, if you think
that, you're wrong—dead wrong. History has
shown us time and time again that what
starts with attacks on the Jews eventually
ends up engulfing many, many others.

For this Iranian regime is fueled by an ex-
treme fundamentalism that burst onto the
world scene three decades ago after lying
dormant for centuries. In the past thirty
years, this fanaticism has swept across the
globe with a murderous violence that knows
no bounds and with a cold-blooded impar-
tiality in the choice of its victims. It has cal-
lously slaughtered Moslems and Christians,
Jews and Hindus, and many others.

Though it is comprised of different off-
shoots, the adherents of this unforgiving
creed seek to return humanity to medieval
times. Wherever they can, they impose a
backward regimented society where women,
minorities, gays or anyone else deemed not
to be a true believer is brutally subjugated.

The struggle against this fanaticism does
not pit faith against faith nor civilization
against civilization. It pits civilization
against barbarism, the 21st century against
the 9th century, those who sanctify life
against those who glorify death.

Now the primitivism of the 9th century
ought to be no match for the progress of the
21st century. The allure of freedom, the
power of technology, the reach of commu-
nications should surely win the day. Ulti-
mately, the past cannot triumph over the fu-
ture.

And our future offers all nations magnifi-
cent bounties of hope because the pace of
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